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Sentencing Philosophies and Models
In my opinion, sentencing has changed significantly over the years. It is better now compared to how it was fifty years back. Furthermore, the relevant agencies are continuously trying to improve the models and strategies of correcting convicts and sentence criminals. There is still work to be done, especially in dealing with sentencing disparities, gender and racial segregation among the incarcerated, among other pertinent issues. Literature aims to discuss the shifting sentencing doctrines and models.
Correctional facilities have had to deal with philosophy and models' changes bordering on how convicted criminals are sentenced since the prison system began. These entities and their employees will always face situations forcing them to adapt as the laws and society remain dynamic. Some of the impacts that have been witnessed over the last fifty years include; improved education for correctional officers, mainly wardens, jurors, and judges. According to Sawyer & Wagner (2020), these individuals must continuously find ways of keeping social order and reintegrate convicted criminals back to the society where they were once. These individuals have served their sentences in a different environment and must now go back to their families and the society where they might be rejected.
Furthermore, the primary goal of the justice system is to rehabilitate, deter and incapacitate criminal elements. The present models achieve a fraction of these goals; hence the justice and sentencing philosophies and models must be dynamic to achieve the intended purpose. Different sentencing models like; determinant sentencing, life sentences, suspended sentences, maximum sentences, and many others exist. However, each model is unique, with others having the most significant impact on how punishment is administered in the correctional facilities.
One of the sentencing models that has had an enormous impact on the department of corrections is the parole system. Parole refers to the supervised conditional release of a convict before the prison sentence's lapse (Cullen & JL-LEVRANT, 2017). However, it is essential to point out that parole's application varies depending on the country and the crime committed. Parole has created an opportunity for convicts to be released before they complete their prison term and, therefore, hastening the rehabilitation process. In addition to that, the parolee remains under regular supervision and is still serving the initial sentence. Notably, the parole system was not designed to shorten a person's sentence but to offer them an opportunity to accelerate rehabilitation, especially for first-time offenders.
I believe the parole system has had the most significant impact on corrections, which is varied. For instance, it is cheaper to supervising an individual under parole than one behind bars. While on parole, a person offers their services to the community, hence contributing to society's general well-being. Additionally, the parole model is effective because society is assured of safety. After all, the convict is under regular monitoring to ensure they do not relapse into crime.
Further, parolees are not just left at the mercy of society. They are guided as they readjust their lives and reintegrate back into society. Reintegration is vital because these convicts have friends and families, and they should feel welcomed. 
The parole system's adoption since the prison reforms began has been instrumental in reducing crime rates, especially in America and the United Kingdom. According to Shah (2017), the parole system ensures that convicts are monitored, adequately rehabilitated, and their parole officers can help them gain meaningful employment upon completing the parole period. Gaining employment is essential, especially for convicts who serve long prison sentences. Once they meet their term, finding employment to keep them busy and earn some money can be challenging. Hence the assistance offered by parole officers is essential. Though correctional models have changed over the decades and continue to change, it is not yet efficient. Many changes are required to reduce the growing prison population and the resources used to keep convicts in jail.
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